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tn June 1953[__ coving 
Finnish document entitled é Finnish Commnist Party in the Present 


Situation® describes the Party's orgenization, tactics and 


"THE FINNISH COMMUNIST PARTY IN THE PRESENT SITUATION 


ania mrt ierhnrtivaan end nnst crv SP ant eae oan eeenn enn 


A Look at the Past 


ete roots of history of Finnish Commnist thought can be found in the 


labor movement in 1910 which was divided into three main directions. 

The leaders belonging to the radical wing formed the Finnish Communist 
Party at the end of October 1918 in Moscow and its first act in Finland 
consisted of the seizure of control of the labor organizations through 
leftist radical front organizations. The Finnish Commnist Party has 

at no time disclaimed the theses of its organizational meeting, which 
among other things, prohibit a return to the former democratic procedures 
in various parts of society and which require that (in the third thesis): 


tThe laboring class must seize all authority through revolution 
and establish an iron dictatorship of labor; the objective thus 
ig the destruction of the bourgeois state and not the establish- 
ment of democracy either before the revolution nor through the 
revolution. * 


"While the Finnish Communist Party was organizing political activity 
under various front organizations during the 1920*s and seized a 
position of influence in the trade union organization, it established 
an extensive illegal operation which assured it continuation of 
operations even after the period when the Commmists were excluded from 
the Diet. The result of an effective popular front tactic was that at 
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the end of the 1930*s the Communists were carrying on considereble 
activity through front organizations. Organizationally, the Finnish 
Commmist Party could have undertaken political action during the Winter 
War of 1939-40, but the ideological crises discouraged illegal activity. 
This obstacle did not exist to the same extent at the end of World War 
II and the relatively small influence of the Finnish Communist Party 
during the last phases of World War II did not arise from a lack of 
desire for action, but mainly from the more extensive and efficient 
counter-measures taken by government authorities. 


h, "At the end of World War II the Finnish Commnist Party had only 1,200 


De 


Te 


menbers tdispersed here and there all over the country* in the words of 


Keuko Heikkila in 1947. Favorable political conditions aided its rapid 
strengthening so that before the purge of the Finnish Commnist Party 
began in 1948, it was cleimed that it had 55,000 members. The purges 
and separations reduced the meubership to less than 40,000, from which it 
has gained slowly, being currently approximately 42,000. The years 
1944~1948 were a period of progress for Communism into positions through 
which the people's democracy should have been installed even in Finland. 
From the period of Leino strikes in 1948 until the eutwm of 1952, the 
Finnish Commmnist. Party had a stage during which its most important 
objective was maintaining the influence which it had gained, first through 
the strikes at the Arabia plant and‘in Kemi, and later, making use of 

the common front sand the people's front themes. An entirely new phase, 
however, has been apparent. in its operations since the autum of 1952. 


” geveral reasons can be shown why the situation has changed to such an 
extent (in respect to Commmist activities end tnfluence) that it would 
be appropriate to speak of the development of an entirely new phase. 

The change in the overall situation is the greatest factor. The 
instability of the postwar years - mainly in the economic and political 
spheres ~ may be considered as having ended only this. fall [i952]. The 
efforts of stabilization have effected the thinking of the large masses 
of population only recently to the degree that a more peaceful. phase of 
development has teen possible. Those attitudes, which in general have 
been more influenced by the so-called symbolizing incidents than by the . 
facts of daily life, have more or less ended with the wer reparation 
payments, which may be generalized as having influenced the entire post- 
war transitional. period. The political discussion and daily events have - 
as they did before World Wer II - turned from large fateful affairs to 
more practical daily affairs and even power politics can no longer raise 
such anxiety and restlessness as during the postwar years. 


Woy. has the Situation Changed? 


"The Finnish Communist Party also has its own internal factors. Adjust- — 
ment to the common front and the people's front tactics has been successfully 
carried out, and especially the peace movement (opposition. to which on the 
part of other political parties has already become tiresome) appears to 

je maintaining the hold it bas gained in the SKDL (Finnish Peoples 

Democratic Union). This, of cours¢, encoyrages continuation of the same 


tactics. The Communists have, by means of extensive education work, put 
their organizations into better condition than they have been in during 
any other previous time; the economic operational resources have been 
assured; and the necessary foreign political relations with the peoples 
democracies are in order and can always be used for purposes of internal. 
support when the problems require the support of large forces. The 
greatest asset, however, that the Finnish Commmist Party has, is the 
apathy of the other parties to fight commnisn, either by acts or by words. 


The Forces of the Finnish Communist Party 
“The forces at the disposal of the Finnish Communist Party form a pyramid 
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in which ‘the’ various layers are all the more broad the further and lower 
they are: from the leading layers, If the leading elements, together with 
the agents and ‘those organizers who are only on partial pay are considered 
ass, suntiit of the pyramid, then the total number of personnel involved is 
between 5,000 and’ 6,000. The leading elements (leaders) and the agents - 
ineluding those of: the fellow traveler movements ~ consist of approximately 
2200 ~ 2,500 people. The organizers’ on’ partial pay, who are found in the 
efiployment of, for example, the communes, the trade union movement, the 
edoperative movement, insurance firnis and business firms, consist of about 
2,500 ~ 3,500 persons. An accurate estimate of the size of this group is 
- difficult ‘to obtain, since ‘payments are not made ‘through official channels 
beck ‘through the intermediary of itlegal operational. contacts. 


8. ome next ‘layer’ is: ‘forme’: ‘from ‘the illegal cadres of the Finnish Communist 
‘Party: which ‘consisted of only about: 1,200 persons in 19kk, This group 
includes the members of the ‘supervisory section of the Finnish Communist 
Party: the ‘members ‘of ‘the: Union of Comrade Societies (Toverikuntien Liitto), 
as‘ well as the “méubers’ of: various ‘trained ‘shock forces. At the same time when 
the Finnish - Communist ‘Party has wade use of the people's front tactic it 
has’ algo: given special - attention to ‘the ‘training of illegal cadres. This 
group “is: the’ one by” neéans of waich a possible seizure of power would be 
eéfried out: Some of its functtons have been publicly described, such'as ~ 
the “seizure ‘of ‘police establishments, arms depots, traffic centers, etc, 
especially by ‘Onnl Mikkola in’ fils erief memoir "In the Bread and Company ' 
of the Commuists* (ommmistien letvissé ja Hampaissa) on pages 59-61. 

A masher of independent information sources have estimated the total personnel 
ofthe illegal. cadres’. to. be’ fram 15,000 to 20,000 persons. 


oe « "Most: of the ‘foregotng layers’ consist’ of revolutionaries ready for anything. 
But’ tn addition to these there aré from 16,000 to 22,000 persons holding 
Finnish ‘Communist Party mettbershtp who believe fundamentelly in a revolution 
and. ‘wio have been ‘trained for the creation of a revolutionary attitude, but 
who; ‘nevertheless » have not atteined sufficient political reliability. 
The wajority: of ‘these persons are Finnish Communist Party activists who are 
willed for all “types: ‘of party functions from sales to various types of group 
stady:. The" rehaihder * ‘are Finnish Communist Party members who have, either 
‘tlirough -. ‘too short ‘membership period or because of the casual nature of 
‘thet’ membership, , been ‘less active. in party activities. . 


aarti is attricult to say how ‘mach of. the ‘SHDL membership consists of others — 

‘than’ Finnish Commnist’ Party members. Persons who themselves have served 
in: positions. of ‘trust: ‘and as agents of both the Finnish Commmist Party. 
and the. SEPL estimate that there axe from 60,000 to 80,000 such members in 
thé “SEDL.. ‘This: group participates ‘mostly because of tha tradical consciencet 
and is reminiscent of that element which during the decade of the 1910's 
‘formed *eemtrist* groups aud the rédicals of the trade union mivement during 
the’ 1920s, “Without doubt,. it. also ‘Includes opportunists ‘influenced by the 
postwar ‘foreign policy, — a . ee a 

ll. "The ‘SEDL voters, 2 of whom there are about. three: for each one of the fore- 

going groups, form the base of the pyrantd)~ Tiere is‘no doubt but that 

‘thie group reacts more on the basis of emotion than do the members of. the 

SK, ‘whom’ intéllectual considerations have always influenced the 

endunt of political activity. This body of voters has not, however, been 

influenced td a sufficient degree by other parties, which, except for the 

foregoing emotional factors » results mainly from the actual sociological 

and economic’ inequalities prevailing in the lives of these people, and also 

from the fact’ that the other parties have not found the technical means 

of reaching this element of the population in their educational work. 

These people do not read the newspapers of other parties nor attend the 

meetings of other parties and can be rescled only by person to person contact. 
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12. on Soiast ten of Finnish Communist. Party activities during 1952 reveals 
that until late s pring the Communists had difficulty in adjusting to the 
popular front tactile ordered by the Cominform in May 1951. Open disagreement 
was apparent. ‘between. follovers of the. earlier. ‘straight line and the 
followerg of the peoples front tactics 8). especially at trade union meetings. 
the. Finnish Gcmminist Party offer ta collaborate ‘with the Agrarian Union 

and, the Social Democratic Party in the autwm of 1952 may be taken as a | 
poheas manifestation of ‘the. fact that. ah, Commnists were hala to 
follow “the People's front tactile, ane S 

13. “The decision “to use ae peopie is front ‘taetic ; “ise aii. stated, 

‘peans, the use..of all; possible fellow. traveler. movements and other means 

of common action : a8 “dncreasing ‘attention ‘is given to “illegal activity, was 

cadopted at the Comintern Congress held in ‘the summer of 1935 in Moscow. 

Before. World War IT considerable. ‘emccess. was attained by this tactic even 

dn. Finland, . ALL democratic voters. were, thus successfully mobilized against 

Fescism, Nazism, and against other. ‘sinister Yreactionaryt movements. Among - 

the. Aintelilectuals, - the cultural radicalian. sponsored by the people's 

front; tagtic. became a. fad. The art ‘and. the literature of the Soviet Union 

Wags daseribed as being of an especially distinctive type. With the ipyort 

of the, Finnish | Commnist Party .tthe ‘union for the rights of man* was ab 

to, oktain about 30,000 signatures, on a petition against capital punishment. 

A ‘workers..¢ common front? was: created: in’ the trade. union movement, to which 

“the Communists. had, been in opposition during the 19308, to fight the 

om@eaders: of tthe.trade union movement and the tbig capitalists*. At the * 

commmal level twildeat* leftist election unions were formed, and in the 

.¢ ‘sports, temperance, 3 and cooperative movements, the Commnists alse gained 

 epnsiderable . successes by means. of the people's front idea of collaboration. 

. Mee collaboration was not limited merely to the. working people ner to the | 

. Social Democrats, but the - depression-~period separatist. political movement. 
Of the. amell: farmers. Andicated that the Commnists. were also. operating cae 

” vsdthgn. spheres ‘phat traditionally. think along. bourgeois lines.. ey oe 


Lk. . "The, pereinatioan chee. of the: present, people ts front, tactile was mainly 
. eommp le ted. during. ‘the period from the sumer of 1951 ‘to the. summer of 1952. 
the : varisus, international. congresses, ‘to which they have attempted to give 
non-Commnist reputations >» have been ‘especially typical of this tactic. 

‘he Vienna Congress. for the .protection of children, the Moscow Economic 

vs Gongress,,, the, various peace congresses and the Congress” of Jurists, and the 
- Congress of Cultural Workers, etc, | are, the ‘best known examples of ‘the, 
present use of the peoples. front tactic. ; Similar, devices d: however, are. 

‘ weing used ‘else on, smaller seale. During, 1952. we have seen in Finland ‘the , 
Gongress of the Finnish Working Youth and the Congress of the Constructién 
and, , Woodworking kaa aie weeny despite their names, are. Communist. 
nestings. : « Dorahe & ae cits ee 


15- the Finnish aeraet party plays its part in the people's front tactic 
" Rarough, the. erganizations, which it directs and which by their names appear 
. gompletely non-partisan,. such -as. the. tyouth. societies? all the way to the 
: Swomen*. of some particular locality,. The use of the name of the SEDL is. 
part. of the. same tactic, for many simple people. » especially in the rural 
areas :- » WouLA, ‘dn no manner willingly support the Commnists, if they did 
- not believe. the. SKDL to be an entirely. differant matter, that is, some . 
_ wind of a bona fide working peoples. party, through which they find 
expression for ‘the ‘Finnish peoples traditional hatred of overiords.. 


16. "The, geceaiiag peace moeemeae is one- of the most effective weapons of 
_ ‘the people's front movement, both on a worldwide basis, as well as in 
war-weary Finland. Its own propeganda.aad organization, as well as the 
support given it by all the other Commmnist organizations, have elready 
ereated sufficient assurance that neither the voters of the Finnish Commmist 
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‘Party. nor ‘those: of the. SKDL can easily be shaken from it by any action of 
the other parties. Although the possibilities of the peace defenders 
‘to: obtain. more: support for the Commnists have already decreased con-... - 
siderably, their significance to the. parliamentary. strength of the « 
Finnish Communist Party, that is the. number of. votes, must not. be under- . 
‘estimated. as many other parties which have tired.of fighting this 
“propaganda: have. already. pegan. to. do. 20 So Bee 
‘Belief in. Organization © 2 2 43 © 
17. “ALL.of the writer's: from Trotsky: and Lenin to Stalin analyzing the Russian 
Bolshevik revolution have, without exception, emphasized the decisive 
, ‘significance af, organizational work and ‘of: ‘organization. Thus, all . 
-Teverses: that the. Finnish Communist: Party has suffered, mast recently . 
those following: the ‘strike: at the. Arabia plant in “1947 and the. strike. 
at, Kemi. in 1949, have: keen. explained as arising. frome lack. of organization. 
‘he faith in organization 4s also, apparent.in the. current. structure: and. 
‘activities of the Finnish Commmist Party... . 2 ee? Sa 


18. ‘*The legal organization: of. the. Gommnist, Party follows the. general pattern 
qf ordinary: party.organization: at. the district. and. commnal level and also 
“dn, its, party. headquarters. . Those: bloe groups and village groups into | 
which the party, sections are, divided. and which include from four to ten. 
persons, may; also. be considered, within the sphere. of legal activities... . 
‘The same may, be, said of those. trade. wions, sports, ‘eooperative,, and .small 
farmer sections which at the district end communal ‘organization levels 
‘@iregt; the -prackieal party work in. the. field concerned... The foregoing 
‘pattern, however, is: not followed ‘in ‘the. illegal organization, where for 
example ;. the district azeas are. divided: into sectors. formed from communes 
end, these. in turn are, divided within their supervisory. section functions = . 
‘4nto: supervisory districts, under which Lelson men. operate under variqus 
‘titles in. different. localities... The. operational instructions: and. orders, 
of “the legal. onganization: are. generally traneuitted ‘through the mail, but 
Avegal. organization. instructions are. delivered through a courier system. 
For this purpose, approximately 200 motorcycles are registered under the 
“names of. Andividual menbers of the. Finnish Commnist Party. - e 


19, "he, officiel party. operational unit of. the Finnish Commnist Party. is |... 
the. bloc: or wiilage group, whose members must, if there are, industries, 
vin. the- community, belong. alse: to workshop organizations. Since exact. ; 
Anformation, such as; menbership An, cooperative, trade unions, sports. and — 
other. organizations. is maintained, on each, member, it is.a.relatively. simple 
wetter to:.get cut. the: Communist. vote.at the. ele ations of these organizations. 
dey. means..of.a.mare order. .. Preparations for ‘the. annual.meetings andthe .. 
elections,.of. various organizations have been carried.out to puch. an extent 
that,..for, example ,. «preparatory. meeting of the Finnish Commnist Perty 
mezibers. is held prior to that of a ‘Local SEDL organization annual meeting, at 
which detailed decisions are reached regarding personnel problems and the 

_ »wge of floor: speakers, ete, 50 ‘thet, no unexpected event may gcaure .<: 


20, ®an even greater number, of indigatione heave become apparent, during the | 
‘period of the peoples. front tactic that the Commmists are attempting 
‘to-ereate cells. in non-partisan and the. so-called common organizations | 
‘among other. than the working people.: Organizations engaged in social 

work have especially attracted their attention including such bodies: as 

“the Gisabled veterans.orgenizations. Whenever the regular membership 
could not be induced to leave meetings early, by means of wearlgome procedures, 
tetore the voting takee place ef the ond of the meeting, the Communists have 
aged individual #education' on deteiled questions in order to obtain a 
temporary majority in the ‘leadership of. the organization concerned... 
Whenever this. type of an attempt has been, successful it has not been Long 
‘before this organizational advantage has: ween made use of, at least for 
commnist propaganda purposes. fo 
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Direct and Indiréct “Propaganda — 


“The Finnish Commuist Party is well aware of the fact that different 
groups require different ‘approsches: The result is that the various 
layers of the Communist-dominated pyramid propaganda may be quite 
different, in fact may even be contradictory. The reiteration of the 
need for’ revolution by force and the necessity for the use of outright 
misrepresentation and prevarication for the creation of a revolutionary 
attitude. is not avoided in the direct Communist propaganda aimed at the 
two upper layers of the pyramid. Such straight talk however, is avoided 
among the members of ‘the SKDL and. among the ordinary voters, the tidealt 
conditions prevailing in the Peoples Democracies and their, defense of 
peace being emphasized instead. 9 - * oa _ 
"Communist propaganda technique attempts to present its own affairs se 
in the best ‘possible “light md those of others in the ‘ost unfavorable — 
hight. ‘The most common methods in the first category are the use of 
comparisons ‘based on percentages and that of taking a positive position 

&S proponent of all possible idealistic objectives » Such as peace, democracy, 
independence, ete: In the propaganda directed ageinst other parties all 
unfavorable individual incidences’ are-generalized as evidence of overall 


‘truth, and even the’ slightest convictions are used as basis for argument, 


together ‘with ‘the’ greatest possible use of personal smearing. Examples 

of ‘thest are not nécessary sirice ‘they can be found in every issue of a. 
Communist ‘newspaper: The’ use of outright falsehood, however, requires. 

some attention.’ ‘This method is based on the premise that complete false- 
hood repeated frequently enough and exterisively enough Will in time make. 
People believe that it contains some. truth, since ‘there is no lie so. _ 
great ‘that it ‘does not contain a grain of truth'. The principle of the. , 
total ite was used ‘also by the National Socialist with considerable success. 


“The effect ‘of Comminist propaganda, however, is based not ona mere |’ 
Feliarice ‘on’ the’ above ‘techniques, which are used in the form of literature 
ss well'as' in intensive pérsonal contact propaganda. The Communist __ 
successes arise equally as mich from the fact that the other parties, with 
the ‘exception’ of the Commmist supporters » consider Commnist arguments 
so outrageous or inept that they do. not consider it necessary to counter 


’ them except’ in, ugusual circumstances. Although this attitude. does suffice 


for the supporters 6f: the non-Comminist parties,.it. cannot however, accomplish 
anything positive: by way of opening the eyes of SKDL voters. Postponing the 


5 countering of Comminist’ propaganda ‘until the approach of elections is 


ineffectual, for thén all the. voters have developed caution and resistance 
%o any propaginda, ard 1 becomes especially difficult to have any effect 
ee et a ete kn . o: pends 


an er 


Hhe Finnish Commit Party and Eechomle Facts 


2k, "In examihing the attitude of the Finnish Commnist Party to economic facts 


getierdlly, ‘and“to économie policy and to state finances » it is apparent 
that their propaganda makes use only of those facts which will support 


” overall “Commnist political propaganda. . During those periods when: the 


Finnish Communist Party does not share in the responsibility for the economic 
development of the country, it usés all means to attempt gains from its 
position of ‘opposition. ” During the Pekkala administration it was not 

inugual to hear Commnist leaders making speeches in which they opposed 
strikes and wage increases, even to the extent of urging increases in work 
and in production, since these are the only logical means of improving the |. 
standard of living. The best example of this situation is » perhaps, Ville 
Persits report on the economic poliey to the Seventh Finnish Communist Party 
ant erence in’1946, in which he stated thats -_ 


tir only wages are raised without an improvement in work efficiency 
Or increased production, then prices will rise even more than wages 
and the working people will te left even further behind. Under the 
capitalist system we cannot prohibit a reasonable profit to industrial 
establishments in the control of individuals or firms.? 
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"after the Communists were relegated to the position of opposition, they 
bave not of course made these kind of speeches-attempting instead to show 
that everything is going in the wrong direction. In discussing the state 
‘udget for 1953, .the Communists have given attention to such items’ as the 
improvement of buildings in.the rural areas; the production of the dairy 
industry} rural electrifications rural schools; elimination of the refresher 
qpaining for the reservists) care of military conscripts and to the increase 
of their daily allowances; the threat to Finnish peace occastoned by 
meubership in the World Bank; uriemployment; and the removal ot tue suount 
of money marked for the social welfare ministry under the argument that 

the workers employed in private industries should be guaranteed by law the 
right. to a pension.equal to that of government’ employees and officials; etc. 
An examination of ‘these. items shows that the Finnish Commurxist Party need 
not fear that even one of thesé propositions will gain approval, but the 
proposais are made completely without regard to economic facts and as mere 
propaganda objectives.. As such they are extremely effective, for there will 
always be people who think that’ such proposals are rejected through the ill 


will of other groups, never. thinking that the proposals could never be 


: i 


fulfilled in practice. 


“The Communist proposals for decreasing the tax burden are also of the same 
type. The general argument that’ the funds needed can be obtained from the 
big capitalists suffices for their purpose, without a detailed explanation 
of the quantities needed and from whom to be obtained. This argument 1s 
used not only in regard to the state budget but also in connection with 
proposals to decrease ‘communal ‘taxes. | 


‘The Commnists treat’ the economic factors in greater detail in communal 
‘politics than they do in Diet politics. In fact, Commmist demagogic 


propaganda victory celebrations in the commuies are held on this very basis. 
Specifically, this is aided by the fact that, before the commmnal elections 
of 1950, a special campaign was put on through the entire Finnish Communist 


Party organization in which it was pointed out that communal politics are 
only a part of the class st 


ruggle which must not be relegated to a mere 


discussion of minor inequalities, pointing to the authoritarian statements from 
other countries. The. final purging which took place in the Finnish Communist 
Party in 1949 was directed mainly at those Communist communal officials who 
had made the error of placing the interests of their communes before those 

of the Finnish Commmnist Party. ‘The line of reasoning therefore, priefly 
stated, is that the removal of the inequalities would ke to the disadvantage 
for the creation of .a revolutionary attitude and, in practice nothing should 
we done for the removal of the inequalities, although aggressive propaganda 
mist be carried on on the basis of these inequalities. This factor is also 
the predominant one when the Finnish Commnist Party discusses wages and 
labor condition agreements. 


Finances of the Finnish Communist Party 


28. "In regard to the cooperative movement, the Commmists never fail to reiterate 


that they are the only true representatives of the nooperative movement. 


‘ 


This argument, however, has not prevented the Finnish Communist Party from 


ereating for itself since 1947 an extensive and significant private enter-~- 
prise network. It includes. not only the best known large enterprises in- 
the entire country, but also private and incorporated atores selling small 
goods as well as general stores, etc. The number of the business enter - 
prises has become so great that many district organizations no longer need 
funds from the main office and can carry on their operations from the 
profits of the business. Even in those instances in which the enterprises 
are nominally owned by private individuals, they are supervised and directed 
by Communist party interests. Each year a detailed report mist be made 

of the management of these enterprises to the financial department of the 
Finnish Commnist Party concerning their profitability and net proceeds 
even to the extent that the form for the report has a special space for 
remarks concerning misappropriations that may have occurred. 
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29.: "Since. the. active Commmists are meners of the Finnish Communist Party 
and of many. other fellow traveler movements, they mst. pay considerable 
amounts. each month. in membership fees, It.1s not unusual therefore, 
that a.physicel laborer might have to pay 500 / Finnish / marks a month 
régularly.es membership fees. In addition, there are extra fees and also 
voluntary: gifts.to the democratic newspapers, etc. “The so-called people's 
fund 4nto which all of the Communist. workers apparently will soon be 
required to place all. their savings: from: other: financial’ institations is 
anew ‘souree of funds. which promises to be. important in the future. The . 
people's fund. was. established 4n-19KB. _ WSs = 23 

30, “The funds.cbtained from. abroad, the amounts. of which are difficult to 
estimate, forma different category, ‘It is known, however, tor instance,. 
that from 500. thousend: to. 1. million marks. of. such. funds have been obtained 
for the construction: of. Local. *people'ts. houses’, without mention of 
amounts that the main: treasuries of. the Finnish Cammnist Party and the 
SEDL might have received. Also worthy of note are. the gifts that the Sirola 
Institute has received from time to time from its. ‘American friends.* — 


31. “Considering that the illegal operations of the Finnish Commmist Party 

. géstis-at least equal.to the overt expense and operation costs of its 
various organizations, the estimate of ‘the overall sudget of the Finnish 
Commmist Party amounts toa considerable figure. The extensive headquarters 
steff and.an even more extensive field personnel force requires in itself 
large funds, without teking 4nto. consideration the funds required for the 
maintenance. of wiprofitable newspapers, extensive propaganda, and illegal 
operations. Estimates of the funds used for direct or indirect Commnist 

operations: during 1952 range from 400 to 500 million marks. t 


gricultural Policy of the Finnish Commnist Part 


32. “although the Commmists have hed considerable success especially in those”. 
— peeleward, areas 1h which. there are no possibilities for industrialization,. they 
have, however, found 1t extremely difficult to get. a hold of [sic_] the 
agrarian population. The wain obstacle here has been that the Finnish — 
Gommmist Party has not. been able to explain too clearly its objective of 
agricultural collectivization.. The pattern briefly has been that in the . 
first instance as-mch land as possible is demanded to be divided among 
everyone so that at a later stage it'can be taken from everyone to form 
.. Collective farms. The hunger for land ~ especially among the unlended 
\ gwral population - is, according to the estimates of the Communists, 30 
great ‘that it. mst not be opposed.. The numerous Communist bills and 
propagandistic proposals indicate awareness of. this fact very clearly. 
Tt is typical, however, of the structure of the Finnish Commnist Party 
that those amall farmer sections which lead operations in this field are 
frequently composed of everything wut small-farmer members. For exemple, 
the ammil farmer section of Forssa in 1951 included tailors, shoemakers, 
loggers, etc wut not a single small farmer. While Commmist work among 
. “the reral, population is carried on with extreme caution and clear Commnist 
Gejectives are avoided, in the cadre schools, however, they emphasize that 
the present phase is merely a transitional period after which the cadres. 
must be able to show the masses the necessity for collectivization. The 
ook. * The Peasantry and Marxism (Talonpoikeisto ja marxilaisuus) by Aarne 
Bulkkonen may be taken as evidence. of this attitude. oe 
33. "With the exception of the proposals for the establishment of the so-called 
mathine-tractor stations (which have been a favorite method of crushing 
the independence. of the agrarian population in East Germany) the Commmnists 
have generally been able to operate among the agrarian popujation with 
extreme caution and without arousing suspicion. ‘They have accomplished this 
partially wy the fact that their tactics have been different in northern 
Finlend from what they have been in southern Finland, especially in the 
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uéntelon of farm prices. The greatest. factor, dseeee. has ween the Suell 
Farmer's *Union (Pienviljelijain Liitto), which is estimated currently to 
have a menibership of more than 20,000 and has proved to be a useful means 
of increasing Commnist influence im the rural areas. The method of 
operation through the Gmall Farmers* Union, of which the Commmists have 
seized control, is as follows; officials of the gmall Farmers* Union 

ame. first sent out to establish other small farmer units, especially 

in outlying areas, after which SKDL officials arrive to partieipete’in- 
the operations of the organization. It has‘even happened that officials 
of the Gmail. Farmers*. Union on trips ~ paid for out of state funds - have 
performed both of these organizing functions at the same time. Caution 
in respect to the agrarian population has not been characteristic only 

of the Finnish Commnist Party, forthe same ‘tactic: has been followed in- 
allwthe other Peoplets Democracies. For example, in Bulgeria, where the 
nunber of agricultural cooperatives was only 0.26 of the number of farms 
in, lol and 14.3% at the end of 1949, it. was only 53.3% in 15 Oct 51. 

The collectivization of agriculture has: thus been undertaken considerably 
later after. ‘the seizure of political power. The development in this respect 
in the other People's Democracies » and how the events have taken place one 
Pelllowing - the” piesa — Perhegss, lace be explained elsewhere. 


he Finnish Committ Barty in ee araiie Union Movement 


“According. to ‘Conmanist teachings Z “the. trade aces movement is "that lever 
With Which gur ‘party can prepare for. the revolution* in the words of Kauko 
ile. delivered wefore the Helsinki cadres of the Finnish Commuist Party 
“wr 1947.: For: this reason, it has appeared during certain years 
that. ‘the. struggle. agesinet Communism has-been merely a trade woion affair. 
In the present situation, however, the fact remains that control of the 
nist-contrdlled trade unions cannot be wrested away from the Communists, 
for “they can maintain their control through the use of actual and paper 
menberships. and by means of the. Commnist sections. The situation = 
‘herefore ‘be: conaddered as: being frozen in the ‘trede unions. oe 


The. only. trade eiton within Whdoh: aagtaliig is warently” gothe on, iz the 
fextile Workers Union (KuatomatySvien Liitto). This Commmist-controlled 
union. was separated from membership in the SAK (Federation of frade Unions) 
in May 1952. and later a new union, the Textile and Clothing Workers Union - 
(Knotua-ja: Neulety8vEen Liitto) controlled by the Social Democrats, was 
admitted in its places Both of these unions had lebor agreements with the 
appropriate association of. employers, in force until the end of 1952. 
Although woth unions are approximately equal in membership, the majority 
of the workers: im this field still remained unorganized. Although the 
struggle "for. :the ‘souls, of the workers* might: turn out unfavorably for. the 
Commurists: in this field, 1t.is not impossible that the Commni ats might: 
invoke uarest and even strikes in this field about’ the end of the year (1952 /. 
Among the’ other Commnist controlled trade unions, especi: the food,’ - 
leather, and. foot-wear industry workers, the foregoing i 2 factors could 
very well.increase:. unrest, but it is wolikely thet the Communists would go 


. ta the point of separation as .in the case of.the textile workers RET the 


situation has become even more rigidly: frozen than TommeEly: 


"In “those: trade wotons. in which the Communists. toca the minority spoeitioe. 
they. have constently attempted to maintain an atmosphere criticism against 
the ‘leadership. The best known of these opposition movements was the one 


_. Waigh took place in the Metal Workers Union (Metallityévden Liitto) in the 


awtum of 1952 in connection with the increase in membership fees and that 
against. the leadership for calling an extra meeting of the union. It does 
not. appear, however, that in the near future the Commmist opposition move- 
ments, which follow.a similar yetters in all the unions, could lead to any 


oe successes... 
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Be Finateh Communist Party and Democrac 


“me Comnintate | have “attempted to increase their hold wpon the youth 
trough other than the name of the Finnish Commmist. Party. Nevertheless, 
the Commmaists hold upon the youth remains relatively weak. The Finnish 


Democratic Youth Union’ (Suomen Demokreattinen Nuorisoliitto) has about 


20,000 members and the ‘democratic pioneers* approximately 50,000 menkers. 


hese organizations, : however, are..extensive enough to furtish “the member- 


ghilp: replucements required ‘ey the Finnish Commnist Party. For instance, 
in the ewtwm of 1952 there ‘were instances throughout the country in which 
the Finnish Democratic Youth Union locals:each trelinguished* from 20 to 
50 of: their- members to ‘the Finnish Communist. Party.’ .Zuch relingrished 
métibers have thereafter received special training in respect to their 
youth operations: which has prepared them for .suasequent promotions. It 
da'self evident: thatthe leaders of the youth organizations, as well as 
those. of: the other fellow-traveler movements, are without exception 
metbers. of: ‘the: Finnish: Communist: Party although this fact may not be 
readily admitted: in public. PRR 


the Conminists have a relatively % weak. hold organizetionally on the student 
youth | of the country. Despite its efforts » the Academic Socialist Society 


“(Akateeminen' Boslalistiseura =°aSs) has not been able to enlist any but 


the children of Commmists. ‘That phase of the peoplets front tactic which 


‘is’ known as *oultural radicalism’ and which the Commnists are attempting 
‘to: popularize: amoig the. student youth. of the country, has meh greater = 


wigaificance.: fhe failure of the Federation of Student Societies 
(Ylicppilaskuntien Liitte) to take a definite stand-in regard to. the 
gettvities of the -Coumnistcentrolied international organization has 


erented an’  eepecdally tavorabile atmosphere for: this trend. 


mag: Finnish Communist Party has expended its efforts in vain among thé 

‘@bher intellectuals, although Finland does have its active "democratic 
‘feriets” and #Gemocrbtc physicians*, It is difficult to sey at this 

moment to what degree the cultural exchange sponsored by the Finland-Soviet 
‘Bnion’ Society has aroused ‘sympathies. among the 4ntellectualis: toward Commnien. 
For the time, however, it has been considered an entirely different matter. 


@ince the ‘najn Commuiat theme among the youth and the intellectuals is’ the 
ideal’ conditions'which these groups: enjoy in the peoples democracies, it: 
would be entirely appropriate if it were poimted out what these ‘eon ditions 
ave iLike tn: reality, especially in East Germany. This would be a fittieg 
ounter-méasure to the: “discouragement to the intellectuals* of which the 
Comminists accuse us. The Communist syapathies of certain radical groups 
of: abtists haive- not yet gained the extent-or hold among the intellectuals 
to ‘the ‘degree ‘they hee in ‘Denmark, for: instance. 


athe “fact: thet the Finnish Commnist Party - ‘has used the undefined epeo on’ Rey 
democracy* concept after World ‘War ID has. not, however, prevented the Finnish 
Comminist: Party from continuing to support. the idea of the dictatorship ef 
the: proletariat, Whenever the Commnists have been forced to defend 
themselves against the accusation of dictatorship, they have always tried 

to. argue that *the bourgeois democracy? is a tcapitalistic dictatorships 


and that the proletarian dictatorship is the sreadest form of economle and 


social democracy. Why other political parties have not given sufficient 
attention to: this vulnerebility of the Finnish Cammmist Party (at least 
in respect: to: the actual extent that control py common people or the masses 


is possible in either a democracy or a dictatorship) bas never been efficiently 


explained. he Sdemocratic centralisu*, which is directed from the top 
dewoverd and which the Finnish Communist Party follows in its. om operationg 
in conformance with its regulations, has caused opposition with the Finnish 
Communist Party and even the resignation of members. The pile-driver tactics 
with which the Finnish Commmist Party directs the operations of its fellow 
traveler movements has also caused similar effects. The treatment of these 
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aspects in the explanation of Communist *democracyt is suitable material not 
only for one or two parties, but could be used by anyone. . 


hl. “The best examples of Commnist attitudes toward democracy can, however, be 
found in the People's Democracies, The practices followed in those countries 
are undeniable evidence that the Finnish Communist Party also continues to 
hold'to its doctrine of dictatorship which the Finnish Commuiist Party has 


f Pa 


followed since its Tounding, and. which in its own words it has never rejected. 


42, “Equally as importa 
gttitude toward democracy should be ‘the expla ' e autlt 
democracy mat take in respect. to the Communists, “Démocracy has woth the 
right and the duty to.defend itself against any form of dictatorship and 
therefore, also agains’. Communism, But, unless this right is consciously and 


more effectively used, there exists a real danger thab the Finnish Communist 
Party will attain the objective which it could not attain through market- 


place meetings, ond strike -offensives by the use of a peaceful people's front 
tactic. © Finnish Commmnist Party is a far greater threat to Finnish 
Gempcracy.in the present situation than it has been formerly when the sociological 
disturbances incited by the Finnish Commmist Party brought forth direct 

ection and propaganda against it. The Commmists now avold giving such cause 

for opposition. For this very reason, Finnish democracy mst rise to its.own 
defense and not allow itself to. fall asleep in false security.» “ 


- i 
Fry 
‘ 
4 : can 
%. ‘ 
ae és 
_ "Ei, es 
’ 
\ 
ry 
we) 
‘ " am 


CONFIDENTIAL/SECURITY INFORMATION 


Approved For Release 2003/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000300330010-0 


